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Finding New Faith and Family
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by Lucusious*

When Lucusious was just a boy in Florida, he
saw a mysterious woman strolling toward him
and his father. He turned to his father and asked,
“Who is that woman?” His father replied,
“That’s your mother.”
Lucusious’ parents had separated when he was young.
Now his mother was taking custody of him. What
should have been a happy reunion was really just the
beginning of years of disappointment and hardship
for Lucusious and his mother. They moved to
Savannah to start over, but they never truly bonded
or healed their wounds. As he grew older, Lucusious
turned to drugs and alcohol to manage his feelings
of abandonment and self-loathing.

Then, tragedy erupted in Lucusious’ life. Both of
his parents died within weeks of each other. The

possibility of ever healing the bonds with his mother
and father evaporated—and he was suddenly homeless
and alone. “Family” became a word without meaning.
“When my parents died, I had nowhere else to go,”
Lucusious says. “I had been running from my pain
all my life but, then and there, it finally caught up
with me.”

“

When my parents died, I had
nowhere else to go.”

For years, he searched for safe places to sleep, alone,
struggling with addiction and trauma. Finally, he
went to Old Savannah City Mission, and just about
everything changed for Lucusious.

At the Mission, he received food and a place to rest.
He also received the support, comfort, and
encouragement that had been missing from his life for
so many years—something like a family. Not only did
Lucusious’ outlook improve, so did his relationship
with God in his everyday life.
“I pray to God to help me and he does,” he says.
“Through the Mission and gifts from donors, I have
felt God’s love in my life.”
Soon, Lucusious plans to return to Florida and start
a new chapter in his life, set on a new course by his
experience at the Mission.
“I would like to say thank you to those kind souls
who give,” Lucusious says. “Without you, I don’t
know if I’d even be alive.”
*Photos have been changed to protect the privacy of our clients.
Old Savannah City Mission | William E. Stiles, Sr. | 2414 Bull Street | Savannah, GA 31401-8113 | 912-232-1979 | www.oscm.org

Please Help Our
Homeless Neighbors
There were 1,606 homeless individuals
identified in Chatham County during
the 2017 point-in-time survey.
Source: homelessauthority.org

There are 233 homeless veterans
living in Chatham County. Currently,
1 out of every 18 homeless in
Chatham County are veterans.
Source: homelessauthority.org

There are currently 19 unregulated
homeless camps that are active
within Chatham County.

An Encouraging Word from Brother Bill
Dear Friend of Old Savannah City Mission,
Thank you once again for your ongoing, faithful
support of Old Savannah City Mission. You have
now read the encouraging stories of Johnny and
Lucusious. That’s the kind of real difference your
donations of time, money, and influence really
make. You’re changing lives.

“Thank you for the
compassion you
show to men like
Johnny, Lucusious,
and so many
others.”

Thanks to caring people like you, Old Savannah
City Mission is able to shine the light of Christ in a
very dark world. Without your generous support, our Mission would not
exist to bring hope and new life to men devastated by addictions, hunger,
and homelessness. But praise God, we are here, and with your ongoing
faithful generosity, we will continue to reach out to all those who have lost
their way and seek our help—to the glory of God.

Source: homelessauthority.org

Your support transforms lives this summer—and all year round

Chatham County is the second-most,
homeless-populated region in
Georgia. Our 2017 count identified
1,606 homeless individuals. This
count does not include more than
800 students enrolled in the Savannah
Chatham Public School System who are
counted as homeless.

People often ask us if the needs of the poor are as great in the summer
as the rest of the year. My answer is always yes, of course. There is no
summer vacation for people experiencing homelessness. Addictions,
hunger, and hopelessness never take a break. That’s why I’m so grateful for
your faithfulness throughout the year, which includes the challenging
months of summer.

Source: homelessauthority.org

Please help provide meals,
shelter, and life-transforming
care to our homeless
neighbors at Old Savannah
City Mission.

Thank you for the compassion you show to men like Johnny, Lucusious,
and so many others who come through our doors day after day. Many will
experience new hope the moment they step inside. For others, it may take
longer. But one thing is certain, once someone has experienced the lifetransforming love of Jesus Christ, they will never be the same. God bless
you and keep you...and thank you again for standing alongside us in this
ministry of rescue.
Blessings,

William Stiles, Sr.
Executive Director

Please Help Neighbors Who Are
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The summer months are always a challenging season at the Old Savannah City
Mission. Every year at this time, even more men devastated by homelessness
come seeking our help. Men who are desperate for real help and hope.
At the same time, donations to the Mission decline over the summer, as many
of our supporters head out of town to visit family and friends.
Hopefully, you will get a chance to get away for a little rest and relaxation in
the weeks ahead. But we encourage you to please remember all the struggling
families we serve at Old Savannah City Mission this summer by sending a
special gift today.

Learning to Love the Hard Way

I

by Johnny*

I’ve always been quiet. I’m not sure why,
but I guess you could say I was hiding
out. Love never came easy to me. I did
manage to get married right out of high
school. But the honeymoon didn’t last.

• Treat everyone
with dignity and
compassion.
• If you encounter
someone who is
homeless, treat them
like a human being.
Look them in the eye.
Say hello. Ask if there is
anything you can do to
help them.

By 22, I was divorced. I felt isolated,
depressed, and worthless. Eventually,
I decided to try out a dating app, where
I met this girl who introduced me to
painkillers—and I fell in love the easy
way. Not with a girl, but with drugs.
Soon, pills escalated to meth. I quickly
lost my job as a corrections officer. Six
months later, I’d lost everything else.
I moved back in with my mother and
decided to get my commercial driver’s
license. But I didn’t get sober. I was still
in love. For eight years, I was out on the
road, using drugs and testing my limits.
Eventually, I lost everything all over
again. Easy love blinded me.
My lowest point was when I had to sleep
in the woods. I was cold, hungry, and
reeling from the chaos I had created.
That’s when, after years of believing
I could manage my mess, I decided to
look for help. That landed me at Old
Savannah City Mission, where I felt
welcomed immediately. I even started
working at one of their bargain centers.
One day, my supervisor, walked up to
me and said, “Johnny, what’s wrong?
I know something’s not right.”

WHAT YOU
CAN DO

“I’m sober for the first time in
eight years and proud of it.”
Right then and there, I admitted, “I’m
still using drugs and alcohol.” I told him
I want to get clean and be a student in
their program. As soon as I said that,
they accepted me wholeheartedly. I’m
sober for the first time in eight years and
proud of it.

• Encourage them to
come to the Mission to
get a meal and help.
• Pray for our homeless
neighbors. Pray that
they seek the help that
they need to change
their lives.

I’m like, “Wow, I can actually do this.”
And it’s because of God, the Mission
and its amazing donors that I’m getting
back on my feet again. Now I’m learning
to love again—myself and this life of
mine—the hard way. The way that takes
hard work and perseverance. The way
that gets better every day.

Hurting This Summer
Changed Hearts, Changed Lives…
Your generous gift today will go a long way to touch the lives of men like Lucusious
(page 1) and Johnny (page 3). They came here in their darkest hour only to be
received with love, grace, and dignity. And because friends like you care, they are
filled with hope for a brighter future.
Please send your generous summer gift today with the enclosed remit, or donate at
www.oscm.org, or by calling 912-232-1979. Thank you, and God bless you for your
faithful prayers and support.

Remember the men
struggling with
homelessness and
addiction at the
Old Savannah
City Mission
this summer.
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“Personal Best — Virtual 5K Run/Walk”
for Old Savannah City Mission
In light of the COVID-19 Pandemic that encompassed Savannah, the United States,
and the whole wide world, the 2nd Annual Friends, Students & Athletes 5K Run/
Walk for Old Savannah City Mission that was scheduled for March 28 in Forsyth
Park became a “Personal Best – Virtual 5K Run/Walk.”
During this unprecedented time, Old Savannah City Mission did not close its doors
on our “friends and neighbors” (the homeless and low income individuals and
families we serve every day). Instead, Old Savannah City Mission set up a serving
station in our lobby and continued to serve nutritious meals, complete with dessert
and a beverage at lunch and dinner times out of our front doors.
Runners participating in our “Virtual Run” were urged to donate $25 or more
and run or walk in their own neighborhood, on trails, tracks, or treadmills for
Old Savannah City Mission. Runners were encouraged to submit their name,
photo, and time on the Mission’s Facebook page, www.oscm.org by March 31.
Proceeds from the 5K Run helped feed the large numbers of individuals who came
for meals during a time when most service organizations curtailed serving meals due
to the CDC and the governor’s mandates. Proceeds were also used to upgrade the
kitchen to serve more individuals and families in need. Old Savannah City Mission
extends our heartfelt gratitude over and over again for all of the support we received
from everyone who made food and financial donations.
We especially THANK our SPONSORS of our “Personal Best – Virtual 5K Run/
Walk.” And an EXTRA-SPECIAL THANK YOU to the ANONYMOUS
DONOR who matched each and every donation that was made.
THANKS TO EVERYONE for making this event a RESOUNDING success!!!
We could not have done it without YOU!!!
Please help provide meals, shelter, and life-transforming care
to our homeless neighbors at Old Savannah City Mission.

My Summer Gift

40_76616-7

YES, Brother Bill...I will help provide food, shelter, and other critical resources
to my hungry and homeless neighbors this summer. Here’s my gift of:
m $21.70 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $32.55 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $65.10 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m $________ to provide as many meals and care as possible
m Please bill my credit card: m VISA m MC m AMEX m DINERS

ACCOUNT NO.
NAME
ADDRESS

EXP. DATE
SIGNATURE

Old Savannah City Mission
P.O. Box 16839
Savannah, GA 31416-3539

CITY / STATE / ZIP
EMAIL ADDRESS

E Please mail this completed form with your donation, or donate online at www.oscm.org.
Your gift is tax deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

