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And whenever life got hard—girl problems, bad 
marriage, my baby brother died, my mom died— 
it was easier to pick up the crack pipe or a bottle than 
it was to deal with life.

But drugs and alcohol never did anything for me.  
All they bought me was a lifetime of shame. When  
I should have been loving my wife and kids, when  
I should have been loving my Lord and Savior, I gave 
my love to a lie. 

C
Love, the Greatest Gift

Christmas means a lot of things to a lot of people—
presents, parties, cookies, carols, and lights. But for 
me, it’s all about one thing: Love. That’s why my 
favorite Christmas verse is this: “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life,” 
(John 3:16, NIV).

Love, especially God’s love, is the most powerful 
thing in the world. I wish I’d learned that a long time 
ago. I lived most of my life thinking everything was 
all about me. I spent decades chasing after drugs, 
alcohol, and women. Crack made me feel invincible. 

by Lynn
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I gave my love to a lie.“ ”
After everyone who loved me finally gave up on me,  
I came to the Old Savannah City Mission. I came 
looking for help to quit drugs and alcohol. Instead,  
I found love—God’s infinite love for me, and a new 
family of people who loved me more than I deserved. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stiles here at the Mission didn’t know 
me from a can of paint, but they loved me, they 
believed in me, they encouraged me, and they saved 
my life.

But there’s more. You made this all possible for me. 
Your love for me, through your support for Old 
Savannah City Mission, changed my life forever. 
There’s no better gift than what you gave me here.

This Christmas I’m sober, but more than that, I’m 
loved. I have my kids and grandkids back in my life, 
and I no longer live for myself, I live for them. I live 
to love.
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An Encouraging Word from Brother Bill

Dear Friend of Old Savannah City Mission,

The holiday season is almost upon us. Typically, 
this is such a busy time, Thanksgiving, holiday 
dinners to cook, and Christmas decorations to get 
ready. As the weather changes, more of our 
neighbors experiencing homelessness seek our help, 
and there are so many more needs to meet.

But there’s nothing typical about this holiday 
season. A deadly pandemic, job losses, devastating 
economic challenges, turmoil in the streets…yes, 
we’re facing some challenging times. At times, 
tragically, we were unable to shelter folks, and the 
number of hungry people lined up outside our building for food tripled!

In these challenging times, God is still on His throne

As I write this, I’m not certain when things will get back to normal. But,  
I am certain about one thing…God is still on His throne. Thanksgiving 
reminds me of all we have to be grateful for, and Christmas reminds me 
that God’s love and faithfulness never fail. 

Despite all the challenges we’ve faced this year, caring and compassionate 
people like you have supported us through it all. In fact, we’re on pace to 
have the best year we’ve ever had. And food…goodness, even as more 
hungry people look to us for help, we’ve been blessed with more than 
enough food to serve them. Our cup runneth over! This is God’s 
faithfulness, this is God’s love, working through faithful people like you. 

As needs continue to grow this holiday season, please continue to 
remember Old Savanah City Mission in your prayers and in your giving.  
May the love of Jesus fill your hearts!

 Blessings, 

 William Stiles, Sr. 
 Executive Director

“This is God’s 
faithfulness, this 
is God’s love, 
working through 
faithful people 
like you.”

Giving a Helping 
Hand Sanitizer
When people find themselves with 
a need, they usually turn to 
nonprofit organizations for help. 
And when those same nonprofits 
need help themselves, where can 
they turn, especially in this current 
pandemic? Old Savannah City 
Mission is quite aware of the 
current need for hand sanitizers 
for many organizations that serve 
the public with special services. 
When Old Savannah City Mission 
was donated a pallet of Purest 
Hygiene Hand Sanitizers by 
Strength of Nature, LLC and was 
told we could share them with 
other nonprofits, we compiled  
a list of essential nonprofits.  
Calls were made to the various 
organizations, the amounts that 
they needed were determined, 
and arrangements were made for 
distribution of the product.

We have been blessed to be a 
blessing to be able to distribute 
bottles of Purest Hygiene Hand 
Sanitizers, which we turned into a 
“CHARITY FOR CHARITIES.” We 
are all in this same boat together 
and we are grateful to be able to 
be this conduit to “Give a Helping 
Hand.”

A BIG THANK YOU goes to 
Strength of Nature, LLC for this 
terrific act of kindness.

2

Christmas is all about love. It’s about God loving people like you and 
me through the gift of His Son. But it’s also about love for our families, 
friends, and neighbors. Your gifts to Old Savannah City Mission reflect 
that kind of love as you help provide those who are hungry and homeless 
with critical food, clothing, and safe shelter.
But there’s more. Your gifts invite hurting people to experience Christ’s 
life-changing love for themselves. Thank you for loving and caring for 
precious souls at Old Savannah City Mission this holiday season and 
throughout the year.

Give the life-changing gifts of hope and new life this Christmas!
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Your love can change a life today—and for eternity
Love transforms lives. And that’s never more true than at Christmas. As we enter 
this holy season, so many of our struggling neighbors need meals, shelter, long-term 
care—and, yes, a love that will change their lives today and for eternity.
To keep providing hope to those in need, please use the enclosed remit slip  
and include it with your donation today. You may also give your gift by visiting  
us at www.oscm.org. God bless you for reaching out to so many during this 
holiday season.

Traveling a New Road This Christmas
Kenneth* always knew that God didn’t 
create him to be an addict. But he 
idolized his dad, and as a young teenager, 
he followed in his father’s footsteps down 
a long destructive road of drinking, 
drugs, women, prison, and homelessness.  

“I probably spent most of the past  
20 years up and down the East Coast, 
living out of cars, in abandoned houses, 
and jail,” Kenneth says. “But the thing  
is, I hated that life. And once you start 
down that road, it’s hard to get off.  
I was miserable. I started getting so  
high I hoped I’d never wake up. But  
I always did.”

Through it all, the one person who 
always believed in Kenneth was his 
mother. She refused to give up on him. 
For years, she prayed for him and always 
welcomed him with open arms—
especially at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. He never missed going home 
for the holidays—until the shame finally 
got to be too much.

“One Christmas, I was so far gone in my 
addiction, I stayed completely away from 
my family. They came looking for me, 
but I was so filled with guilt and shame, 
I didn’t want them to find me. I just 
wanted to get high so I didn’t have to 
deal with it anymore.” 

Shortly after that, however, Kenneth’s 
mother died. “It felt like the end of the 

world,” he says. “But that’s what finally 
made me take a long hard look at 
myself—and it’s what brought me  
here to Old Savannah City Mission.”

Finally, God got hold of Kenneth. 
“When I heard that God gave His only 
Son to die for me, it hit me. Because of 
what He did, I could finally get off that 
road to death. I could live a brand-new 
life. I mean, this Christmas I’m a new 
creation, man! There ain’t no gift better 
than that. God is good. And as a donor, 
so are you for making this possible for 
me. Merry Christmas!”

“Because of what He did,  
I could finally get off that 
road to death.”

Give the life-changing gifts of hope and new life this Christmas!

*Photo has been changed to protect the privacy of our client.

1. BENEFICIARY: Entrust us  
as the primary or only 
beneficiary in your will.

2. “CHILD’S PORTION”: Name 
Old Savannah City Mission 
as one of your “children” 
factoring one more child into 
the division of your will. 

3. TITHE OF ESTATE: Specify  
a percentage of your estate or 
a specific dollar amount for 
Old Savannah City Mission.

4. APPRECIATED ASSETS: 
Donating appreciated 
property, securities, 
charitable trusts, stocks or 
annuities will reduce the  
size of your estate, reducing 
estate and inheritance  
taxes — and eliminating 
capital gains taxes.

5. ENDOWMENT FUND:  
Use your estate to set up  
an endowment fund at  
Old Savannah City Mission 
in memory of a loved one or 
in your own name.

6. LIFE INSURANCE: Make  
Old Savannah City Mission 
the beneficiary of your life 
insurance policy(s), and you 
not only make your premium 
tax deductible, but you also 
have the opportunity to 
donate that large gift you’ve 
always wanted to give!

7. ANNUITY — LIFETIME 
INCOME AGREEMENT:  
Receive a guaranteed income 
for life, and help support our 
ministry through a charitable  
gift annuity.

Email Old Savannah  
City Mission today at  
stiles@oscm.org for further 
information and assistance.

7 Ways to Remember  
Old Savannah City 

Mission in Your 
Estate Planning
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Old Savannah City Mission
P.O. Box 16839
Savannah, GA 31416-3539

E  Please mail this completed form with your donation, or donate online at www.oscm.org. 
Your gift is tax deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

ACCOUNT NO. EXP. DATE 

NAME SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

m $21.70 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $32.55 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $65.10 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m $________ to provide as many meals and care as possible
m Please bill my credit card: m VISA  m MC  m AMEX  m DINERS

The Joy of Thankful Living 

My Holiday Gift
YES, Brother Bill…I will help provide food, shelter, and other critical resources 
to my neighbors who are hungry and homeless this winter. Here’s my gift of:

A
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As we reflect on the upcoming holidays, Old 
Savannah City Mission can truly say that we have been 
blessed, even having lived through the COVID–19 
pandemic. One day, I asked Jermaine, one of our 
students in his second year of the Mission’s Urban 
Training Institute, to list 10 things he was thankful for.  
Here is his list: 

1.  First and foremost, I am thankful for God and the 
chance to get to know Him better.

2.  I am thankful for the opportunity to be a part of the 
Urban Training Institute at Old Savannah City 
Mission.

3.  I am thankful for the chance to be mentored by the 
caring and understanding staff at Old Savannah 
City Mission who go above and beyond the call of 
duty to help guide me and other students to make 
good choices and to do the right thing.

4.  I am thankful to be drug and alcohol free for the 
past 18 months. 

5.  I am thankful to be able to recognize and realize 
what my real priorities are in life.

6.  I am thankful to be able to enjoy the small 
pleasures of life.

7.  I am thankful for the opportunity to meet new 
friends to share positive things with, and not 
hanging out with a group of people who are not 
helping in a positive way.

8.  I am thankful for being able to help others who are 
not as fortunate as I have been, for being able to 
understand that I could have been in their shoes!

9.  I am thankful to meet and appreciate others who 
come from different walks of life. I am truly not the 
same person I was when I first entered the doors 
of Old Savannah City Mission.

10.   I am thankful to be surrounded by people who 
have not judged me by my past, but who have 
encouraged me to be the very best Jermaine  
that I can be.

We want to thank you, our supporters and our donors, 
for being there for Old Savannah City Mission and all 
of the thousands of individuals we have served over 
the years. We thank you for believing in the work we 
do in God’s vineyard, for allowing God to work 
through you to be His hands and feet in His service to 
mankind, and for helping to be our brothers’ keeper. 
For all of these things, WE THANK YOU!!!!!


