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I
The Best Present I Ever Got

This Christmas, I am a new creation — thanks to you!

I don’t even remember what Thanksgiving or 
Christmas it was. I was so far gone in my addiction,  
I stayed completely away from my family. They came 
looking for me, but I was so filled with guilt and 
shame, I didn’t want them to find me. I just wanted  
to get high so I didn’t have to deal with it anymore. 

God didn’t create me to be an addict. I know that. But 
I guess I just followed in my dad’s footsteps. Dad drank 
and chased other women. Then, when I was 13, mom 

finally told him to leave. Despite everything, I loved 
my dad. So when he left, it really messed me up. 

That started me on a long road of destruction — 
drinking, using drugs, selling drugs, cheating on 
women, crime, prison, homelessness. I probably spent 
most of the past 20 years up and down the East Coast, 
living out of cars, in abandoned houses, and jail. It got 
so bad, I started getting so high I hoped I’d never wake 
up. But I always did.

Through it all, the one person who always believed  
in me was my mother. She was always there for me.  
She prayed for me for years. Maybe that’s why I’m still 
alive. So, when she died last year, it felt like the end of 
the world. 

But that’s what finally made me take a long hard look 
at myself — and it’s what brought me here to Old 
Savannah City Mission. This Mission is where God 
finally got hold of me. 

This Christmas, I have the best present anyone could 
ever give me. God gave me His only Son, and now  
I’m a new creation. I’m still a baby in this walk, but my 
past is buried and I have a new 
future. God is good. And as a 
donor, so are you for making this 
possible for me. Merry Christmas!

OLD SAVANNAH
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I started getting so high  
I hoped I’d never wake up.”“

by Kenneth

Photos have been changed to protect the privacy of our clients.



An Encouraging Word from Brother Bill 
Three Reasons I’m Grateful this Christmas
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Dear Friend of Old Savannah City Mission,

This Christmas season, I have many reasons to be 
grateful. First and foremost, I thank God for the 
precious gift of Jesus Christ. As a man in my 
seventies, I know that He strengthens me and 
lengthens my days. And He provides every good 
thing we need here at Old Savannah City 
Mission.

Second, I’m also grateful for our guests. It’s an 
immeasurable privilege to share the Good News of God’s redeeming 
love with each one of them. That’s especially true during this time of 
year, when the “reason for the season” comes alive.

You know, a lot of the guys here came here with nothing more than 
the clothes on their back. They’ve burned every bridge, lost every 
friend. They’re all out of hope! But when they begin to understand and 
experience God’s love . . . when they learn good people like you still 
care . . . it changes everything.

And that brings me to the third reason I’m thankful: you! I am so 
grateful for your faithful prayers and support. You make everything 
we do possible. You’ve made the Mission a refuge for the worst-off men 
in our community, and the return on your investment is lives 
transformed — now, and for eternity. 

For all of these reasons and more that there isn’t room to share, thank 
you, God bless you, and Merry Christmas.

 

 William Stiles   
 Executive Director

1 in 6 Americans live on 
incomes that put them at risk  
for hunger.
  —Move for Hunger: Hunger and Homelessness in 
North America

Food insecurity exists in every 
single county in the United 
States.
 —Move for Hunger: Hunger and Homelessness in 
North America

Only 11% of people requesting 
emergency food assistance are 
homeless.
 —A report from the U.S. Conference of Mayors

As many as 30 million people 
in the U.S. go hungry every day.
  —Association of Gospel Rescue Missions

“You’ve made 
the Mission  
a refuge for 
the worst-off 
men in our 
community . . .”

“While they were in Bethlehem, the time came for the baby to be born, and she 
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in 
a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:6-7).

It’s almost unimaginable. Jesus Christ, Creator and the true King over the 
whole world — was born homeless, in poverty. Yet because of that, God teaches 
us to see His face in every one of our hurting, homeless neighbors who comes 
to the Old Savannah City Mission. And your generosity toward these same 
precious souls proves you see what we see — and we are so grateful!

This holiday season, please help hurting men, women, and children in need.

We are grateful for 
volunteers that serve our 
guests at the mission



I
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Please remember those who are homeless this Christmas
This Christmas, friends like you who support the Old Savannah City Mission give 
the greatest gifts of all: nourishing food, warm clothing, safe shelter, and the promise 
of God’s transforming power to every precious soul who needs our help. So, please 
remember our struggling neighbors seeking hope and a new start this holiday season.

To keep providing hope to those in need, please use the enclosed remit slip and include 
it with your donation today. You may also give your gift by visiting us at www.oscm.org. 
God bless you for reaching out to so many during this holiday season.

Like Father, Like Son by Theron

Thank you for 
remembering our 
hurting and  
homeless neighbors 
who are seeking  
hope and a new start 
this Christmas.

This holiday season, please help hurting men, women, and children in need.

I spent most of my life resenting my 
father and I never really wanted to have 
anything to do with him. But when  
I needed help to clean up my life earlier 
this year, he was the one I called.

Growing up, both my mother and father 
were drug addicts. They didn’t raise me, 
my grandmother did. But it was hard 
growing up without a dad and I started 
acting out at a young age. I was 8 when  
I started smoking marijuana and 10 when 
I started drinking. By high school, I was 
drinking and smoking every day.

After high school, I always worked,  
had my own place, but drinking and 
smoking marijuana were taking more 
control of my life and causing me 
problems. But I couldn’t stop.

Then a few years ago, my dad found me. 
Turns out, he went through the program 
here at Old Savannah City Mission and 
had been sober for years. But I was angry 
and hurt, and I just cursed him out. 

We kept trying, though, and slowly, over 
time, I kinda got over it. I even started 
going to church with him and tried to get 
sober — until we got into an argument 
one day and I went right back to my old 
life. It seemed like my life just kept going 
downhill and I couldn’t stop it.

That’s when I called my dad. “I need 
help,” I said. He told me what I really 
needed was God. And I believed him.  
If God could change my dad, then He 
could change me. That’s when I came 
straight here to the Mission.

I’ve been here five months now and my 
life has completely changed. I’ve grown so 
much closer to my dad. I see him at least 
three days a week. We go to church 
together, and I totally look up to him. 
Now, I want to evangelize others just like 
he evangelized me.

But it’s you, the donor, who made this 
possible for me. I greatly appreciate you 
and I pray for you every morning.  
Thank you!

“If God could change my dad, 
then He could change me.”

Thank you for making all 
this possible for me!

Donate Your Car  
to Old Savannah 

City Mission

You Can Help Us 
Feed the Hungry and 
Shelter the Homeless

Old Savannah City Mission is 
a Christ-Centered Gospel 
Rescue Mission where people 
seeking food and shelter 
receive healthy, nutritious 
meals, a clean safe place to 
sleep and have the opportunity 
to hear the Gospel. Lives are 
changed forever.

In 2017, the Mission provided 
83,524 meals and 15,719 
shelter beds.

This is made possible only by 
your generous donations.

We do not seek government 
funding that hinders our 
mission to Proclaim the Gospel. 
Please donate your vehicle(s) 
and help us help others.

For more information contact 
Connell Stiles at 912-232-1979 
or 228-0486.



Old Savannah City Mission
P.O. Box 16839
Savannah, GA 31416-3539

E  Please mail this completed form with your Christmas donation, or donate online at  
www.oscm.org. Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.
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ACCOUNT NO. EXP. DATE 

NAME SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

Talk About Community Partners!
We are indeed grateful to the J. C. Lewis Foundation for funding Phase II  
of our Bargain Center located at 2424 Bull Street. What a wonderful blessing 
the Lewis family is to Old Savannah City Mission!

Please remember that Old Savannah City Mission does not apply for, nor receive 
any federal, state, county or city funding. It is only through the generosity of you, 
our donors, and foundations like the J. C. Lewis Foundation that we are able to 
exist. Thank you again and again! Call Connell Stiles at 912-232-1979 to arrange 
for donations to be picked up and/or to make financial contributions.

m $21.70 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $32.55 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $65.10 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m $________ to provide as many meals and care as possible
m Please bill my credit card: m VISA  m MC  m AMEX  m DISCOVER

YES, Brother Bill, it’s a privilege to help provide food, shelter, and care for those 
who come to the Mission this holiday season. Here’s my gift of: 

My Christmas Gift

1. “CHILD’S PORTION”: Name Old Savannah City 
Mission as one of your “children” factoring one  
more child into the division of your will. 

2. BENEFICIARY: Entrust Old Savannah City Mission  
as the primary or only beneficiary in your will to 
carry on your stewardship responsibilities.

3. TITHE OF ESTATE: Specify a percentage of your estate 
or decide on a specific dollar amount for Old Savannah 
City Mission to factor into your estate plan.

4. APPRECIATED ASSETS: Donate any appreciated 
property, securities, charitable trusts, stocks, or 
annuities to Old Savannah City Mission. Doing this 
in your lifetime will reduce the size of your estate, 
thus, reducing estate and inheritance taxes and 
eliminating capital gains taxes.

5. ENDOWMENT FUND: Use your estate to set up  
an endowment fund at Old Savannah City Mission  
in memory of a loved one or in your own name.

6. LIFE INSURANCE: Make Old Savannah City Mission 
the beneficiary of your life insurance policy(s), and 
you not only make your premium tax deductible,  
but you also have the opportunity to donate that large 
gift you’ve always wanted to give!

7. ANNUITY-LIFETIME INCOME AGREEMENT:  
Receive a guaranteed income for life, and help support 
Old Savannah City Mission’s ministry through a 
Charitable Gift Annuity.

Call Connell Stiles at 912-232-1979 or email her today 
at stiles@oscm.org about how to write Old Savannah 
City Mission into YOUR estate plan.

Ways to Remember Old Savannah City Mission 
Someone once asked a question about a very wealthy man who had died, “How much money did  
he leave?” The reply was: “He left all of it.” You can’t take it with you.
Matthew 6:20 tells us to “Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven . . .” Giving doesn’t strip one’s 
vested interests; it shifts one’s vested interests from earth to heaven — from self to God.


