


Igrew up in church. However, as a teenager, I only 
did church. I did drama and dance. I did mission 
trips. In fact, in the summer of 

2006, I was a member of a mission’s 
team that visited Old Savannah City 
Mission.  
	 When I turned 16, I wanted a 
job. Since my dad’s company owns a 
diner, it was a snap to get hired. The 
money I earned gave me a sense of 
worth and independence. Then, I 
met him. He was older. He seemed 
strong and experienced. And, he 
became my “friend.” Being at the 
Mission has helped me understand 
why I was so attracted to him. But, 
there is no excuse for what I did. 
None. I accept the consequences of 
my illegal activities. However, I 
realize there was a void in my life.  
In part, my parents’ divorce took something out of me 
and then the separation from my twin brother. Again, 
that does not get me off the hook. I did wrong. And, I 
sincerely regret it. 
 	 I was in jail when I heard about the Old Savannah 
City Mission’s Fresh Start program. I didn’t believe it 

…I went through so much…
but it was all necessary to get me HERE!
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was for me. However, 10 years of probation is a strong 
motivator. When I arrived at the Mission, I did not believe 

I could do it. Yet, I decided to stay, and 
I am so glad I did. Finally, I made a 
really good decision. I have now found 
good friends. And, I love all my 
teachers. They have helped me have a 
better outlook on life and I am getting 
myself together. I have moved away 
from the past. I know I do not have to 
go back. 
	 Before coming here, I felt I could 
not make it without a certain man in 
my life. Now I can! I am free of fear 
and worry. I can pay my bills without 
stealing and forgery. I can do a hard 

day’s work. I can earn an 
honest dollar and take 
care of my kids. That is 
what Old Savannah City 
Mission has done for me. 
I thank every person who 
supports the Mission. 
What a wonderful gift 
you give to women like 
me! God bless you.

“I have moved away from 
the past. I know  

I do not have to go back.”



Dear Friend of Old Savannah City Mission, 

As we know, the Gospel is to be preached to the entire world. As a 

young man, I heard the call to foreign missionary work through 

Matthew 28:18-20. In 1974, my family and I moved to Costa Rica 

to study Spanish. In September 1975, we moved 

to Madrid, Spain for five years. A diagnosis of 

melanoma cancer changed the course of my life and 

ministry. I left the mission field and returned to the 

United States for treatment.

	 In 1989, I began a new kind of mission work 

on Los Angeles’ Skid Row. It was there at the Los 

Angeles Mission that I learned through personal 

experience about “Rescue Mission” ministry. I was 

introduced to the Association of Gospel Rescue 

Missions (agrm.org). AGRM is North America’s 

oldest and largest network of independent crisis 

shelters and rehabilitation centers, offering radical 

hospitality in the Name of Jesus. In 2003, I left the 

Los Angeles Mission to come to the Old Savannah 

City Mission (oscm.org) — a member of AGRM.

	 I encourage you to read Matthew 25:31-46, where Jesus describes the 

“Judgment of the Nations.” Please take a moment to focus on the value He 

places on our feeding the hungry and thirsty, on ministry to strangers, the 

poor and to prisoners. Your prayers and gifts to the Old Savannah City 

Mission advance the ministry of Jesus. Be encouraged to RESCUE THE 

PERISHING! 

			   Blessings,

			   Reverend Jim Lewis, Executive Director

Pat Kelley, a major league outfielder in the ’70s, was a committed 
Christian. One day Pat said to his manager Earl Weaver, “Aren’t 
you glad I walk with the Lord, Earl?” Earl replied, “Pat, let me 

tell you. I rather you walked with the bases loaded.”
	 Perspective. It’s all about one’s point of view. It’s what’s important 
to the individual that makes the difference. One person’s commitment 
may not be the same as another’s — and that’s what we often see at the 
Old Savannah City Mission. Not all our guests understand what awaits 
them when they enter our doors. Many come for a hot meal and a 
warm bed. And that’s a good start. But as important as it is to meet a 
person’s physical needs, we would be remiss if we did not concern 
ourselves with their walk with the Lord.

An Easter Greeting…with a heartfelt thanks for your support throughout the past year.
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An Encouraging Word from Reverend Jim

A diagnosis of 

melanoma cancer 

changed the course of 

my life and ministry.

You gotta do what 
you gotta do!

As a privately funded 
non-profit, we have 
learned, “You gotta 

do what you gotta do!” 
That is, we are not sitting 
around waiting for the check 
to come in the mail. We 
are proactive, somewhat 
creative and doing what we 
gotta do to get the ship to 
port. Even with this attitude, 
we need your help. Your 
financial support is the 
most direct way of helping 
put food on the table and 
keeping clean sheets on our 
beds. Donations of “stuff,” 
including clothes, shoes, 
furniture, and vehicles — 
anything that is clean and 
usable — will help us help 
the less fortunate. When 
you volunteer your time and 
talent, you also help us.  
We are more than willing to 
do what we have to do to 
keep doing what God has 
called us to do. Thank you 
for your support.



You are the lifeblood of the Old Savannah City Mission  
	 The good news is that your prayers, influence and financial support 
provide us with the opportunity to minister to the whole person — body, soul 
and spirit. You are doing more good than you could ever imagine.
	 It’s not headline news that 2009 was a tough year for all of us. But because 
you stood by us during those difficult months, we made it. And because the 
Mission made it, so did hundreds of men and women who otherwise might 
have just been walking the bases instead of walking with the Lord.
	 For your convenience, we encourage you to use the remit slip in this 
newsletter to give your gift. You may also give your holiday donation 
immediately on our secure website at www.oscm.org. To arrange for a visit 
to the Mission, please call us today at 912-232-1979.

An Easter Greeting…with a heartfelt thanks for your support throughout the past year.
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Five Star?

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯12th Annual Day of 
Great Thanksgiving

Afull page, 
handwritten letter 
came to the Mission 

recently. The author 
expressed cynicism of 
our self-designation as 
“Savannah’s Five Star 
Gospel Rescue Mission.” 
The writer accused us of 
being presumptuous to 
describe the Mission as 
“Five Star.” Furthermore, 
they opined that such a 
designation is restricted to 
restaurants and hotels.  
	 Old Savannah City 
Mission has high standards, 
strong boundaries and clear 
direction. Our commitment 
to God and our faithful 
donors is to strive to do 
all things with excellence, 
serving the hungry and 
homeless as though they 
were Our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Surely, the Bright and 
Morning Star deserves our 
“Five Star” service. Help us 
keep these standards high 
and our service excellent 
with your prayers and 
support. Thank You!

6,248 Meals Served

860 Volunteers

	 • Adventure Radio
	 • Big Production Mobile Staging
	 • Brinson Clements
	 • Calvary School
	 • Creative Catering
	 • Cumulus Radio
	 • Jim Welch
	 • Pepsi
	 • Ranco Tents
	 • Savannah Steel Scaffolding 
	 • Savannah Toyota/Chris Hafer
	 • Savor Savannah
	 • Smart Feet
	 • Steve Harvey Foundation
	 • Wiley’s Championship Barbeque
	 • And many, many others

Save the date for next year!
13th Annual Day of Great Thanksgiving: 
Saturday, November 20, 2010 

“… our Mission remains 
the same: to provide a safe 

haven where people who are 
homeless and want help 

can be rescued.”
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480 Turkeys Smoked


