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My Painful Discovery

God used you  
to show me how 
loved I was.  
Thank you!

When I was 14, I was snooping through my parents’ 
papers, and I found out I was adopted. That turned my 
world upside down. I had so many questions. Over 
time, I learned to deal with the fear and uncertainty, 
but I don’t think I ever fully recovered from the 
discovery. And I’m pretty sure that’s why I eventually 
chose to hide from reality in the world of drugs.

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not blaming my addiction on 
my adoption. My parents did a beautiful thing for me. 
And I take full responsibility for my bad choices. But I 
just think the pain and insecurity from that surprise led 
me to look for an escape. 

Addiction left me jobless, homeless, and miserable.  
I spent nights at Wells Park on 38 Street that were  

so cold, I thought I would freeze to death. The 
summertime heat will drive you crazy. One time I got 
jumped by a gang and wound up in the hospital with 
broken ribs. But that’s just life when you’re homeless.

Through it all, the only bright spot was Old Savannah 
City Mission. I’d come for meals, showers, and an 
encouraging word. That’s why I eventually decided  
to enroll in the Mission’s recovery program.

New Joy, Enduring Peace

Today, it’s hard to believe how much my life has 
changed. First of all, after 20 years of addiction, I’m 
finally clean. I thank God for that. And I can’t tell you 
how much meals and a warm, safe bed mean to me 
after what I went through on the streets. I used to be 
miserable, now I’m joyful. But there’s more.

I received a peace I haven’t had since before I found out 
I was adopted. Even though I’d still like to know about 
my birth parents, being adopted into God’s family gives 
me new gratitude for my family.

For all of these reasons, I thank the Old Savannah  
City Mission for transforming my life. And I thank 
good people like you for making their healing  
ministry possible.
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I can’t tell you how much 
meals and a warm, safe bed 
mean to me after what I went 
through on the streets.”

“

by Terry



An Encouraging Word from Brother Bill
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Dear Friend of Old Savannah City Mission,

I’ll never forget the day a rugged gentleman 
arrived at Old Savannah City Mission after a 
long, difficult journey. “Jack” was weather beaten 
and sweaty, and what he said amazed me . . .

“I was on the streets in Jacksonville when someone 
told me, ‘Go to the Old Savannah City Mission. 
That place can help you.’ I thought about it, figured 
a fresh start couldn’t hurt. So I started walking. I’ve 
been on the road at least a month, but I’m here.”

Now, I know people travel long distances for exotic summer vacations, 
but I don’t think I’ve ever heard about a trip like this to a Mission! We 
did our best to provide a five-star, healing experience. And by God’s 
grace, Jack’s life did change. He completed our 13-month program and 
left here a new man.

You make this possible. Every recovery that occurs within our walls is 
a credit to your faithful prayers and support. You ensure our doors are 
always open to our homeless neighbors, whether they’re local or the 
occasional out-of-staters like Jack. You meet their material needs, and 
bless them with the life-transforming love of Jesus Christ. 

Thank you, and God bless you this summer, for partnering with  
us in this sacred work.

 

 William Stiles  
 Executive Director

Old Savannah City Mission was the 
recipient of a wonderful group of volunteer 
barbers, hair stylists, and manicurists called 
“Helping the Homeless” who came to the 
Mission to render their services. The rear of 
our Chapel/classroom was transformed into 
a mini hair salon. There were simulated 
barber stations, as they cut and styled hair, 
and did manicures for over 70 of our 
friends and neighborswho resided or ate  
at the Mission. Some were the recipients  
of total makeovers. In addition to the 
cosmetology services, the volunteers also 
came with personal care bags to pass out. 
Our thanks go to Betsy Rothman  
who launched and spearheaded this 
activity. We are looking forward to her 
group making this a routine event at  
Old Savannah City Mission.

We are reminded of a scripture in Matthew 
25:38-40 that reads, “‘When did we see 
You a stranger and take You in, or naked 
and clothe You? Or when did we see You 
sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ “And 
the King will answer and say to them, 
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you 
did it to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.’”

“Every 
recovery that 
occurs within 
our walls is a 
credit to your 
faithful prayers 
and support.”

As you’ve read, your support for Old Savannah City Mission has 
blessed homeless men with hope, health, and new life. These are 
priceless gifts, and we’re very grateful! By God’s grace, our guests are 
overcoming poverty, addictions, and other devastating crises.
Many of these men have spent years, sometimes decades, on the streets.  
Out there, it’s easy for them to believe their lives don’t matter because 
no one cares. But your kindness shows them that’s not true. Here at 
the Mission, homeless men learn they’re loved — by you and by God. 
And it changes everything.

Remember Your Homeless Neighbors this Summer

CLIPS, CUTS, & CURES
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Please Show Love This Summer
So even as you enjoy backyard barbecues, a hard-earned vacation, or some 
other summertime activity, please remember your homeless neighbors. They 
don’t get a break from hardship. Every day is another challenge to survive. 
They need our help — they need your help. 
Please send your next generous gift today with the enclosed remit, or donate 
at www.oscm.org or by calling 912-232-1979. Thank you, and God bless 
you for your faithful prayers and support.

Filling Timothy’s 
God-Shaped Vacuum by Timothy

It’s said that each person has a  
God-shaped vacuum in their heart 
that only He can satisfy. But until  
we come to Him, we try to fill it  
with many other things, and it leaves 
us empty. Such was the case for our  
guest Timothy. He spent most of his 
life chasing parties and good times, 
but said, “My life just went downhill, 
until I finally realized something  
was missing.”

He had begun drinking heavily  
long ago, in the Army, and that  
self-destructive habit picked up 
dramatically when his company  
went out of business and he lost his 
job. “I was just drinking all the  
time, and my life was going in a bad 
direction,” Timothy remembered.

He continued: “One day, I saw an old 
friend who had all kinds of issues.  
I never thought he would get it 
together. But he had just completed 
Old Savannah City Mission’s recovery 
program, and he looked like a new 
man. He’s the reason I decided  
to come.”

Transformation Day by Day

Not since he was a child had Timothy 
had any involvement with religion  
or spirituality. But at the Mission, 
sobriety has been accompanied by  
a reawakening of faith. God is slowly 
filling that vacuum in his heart. He 
actually chooses to read his Bible each 
day. “If the Mission had force-fed me 
Christianity, I wouldn’t want it. But 
they teach you, they don’t force you. 
And they’re sincere in how they live  
it. They really care for you.”

Day by day, Timothy’s heart is 
changing. “I have a whole new 
purpose in life. I look forward to the 
challenge of each day.”

In sum, he says: “Without Old 
Savannah City Mission, I’d just be  
a guy down on his luck. Now I’m a 
new man, and I’m grateful for each 
person who made it possible.”

Here at the Mission, 
homeless men learn 
they’re loved — by 
you and by God. 
And it changes 
everything.”

“

MAKE YOUR  
SUMMER 
COMMITMENT  

I’ll never forget 
your kindness to 
me — thank you!

Remember Your Homeless Neighbors this Summer

Summer is painful for 
neighbors who are 
homeless. Increasing 
temperatures bring 
the risk of dehydration, 
heatstroke, and food 
poisoning. 

Emergency shelters  
close for the summer, 
forcing more people  
onto the streets. 

As the need increases 
and giving decreases, 
we need your help 
to care for homeless 
neighbors this summer. 

Thank you for blessing 
people in desperate 
need this summer.



Old Savannah City Mission
P.O. Box 16839
Savannah, GA 31416-3539

E  Please mail this completed form with your summer donation, or donate online at  
www.oscm.org. Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.
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ACCOUNT NO. EXP. DATE 

NAME SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

SUMMER GET-AWAY

SCHOOL IS OUT FOR SUMMER! And for many 
students that means a month or two filled with picnics 
in the park, trips to the beach, going to their favorite 
amusement park, and visiting relatives or friends in 
other cities. But, for the IGNITE group of youth  
(In God nothing is too extreme) from Mount Zion 
Christian Church, in Winchester, Kentucky, the 
highlight of their summer was to come to Old 
Savannah City Mission to volunteer in honor and in 
memory of their close friend Barron Speakes.

There were 18 students in the group and for one solid 
week they stayed busy performing tasks in and around 
the Mission, the warehouse and the Mission’s two 
Bargain Centers. They were so very helpful the entire 
week; it would take more than space allows to list  
all of the things that they did to assist us. And, as if that 

was not enough, every evening, prior to the message being delivered, they either did skits, sang beautiful songs, or performed 
excellent drama presentations. 

The week culminated with bracelets in memory of Barron Speakes being passed out to all of our friends and neighbors and 
the staff members. The bracelets read, “CAN YOU AT LEAST BELIEVE THAT I BELIEVE?” with Barron’s name 
imprinted on the inside. In addition, the IGNITE group presented a donation of $700 to Old Savannah City Mission that 
remained from the monies they raised to fund their trip.

What a remarkable way to spend part of their summer! And they have made plans to return to the Mission again this 
summer! HATS OFF TO THE IGNITE GROUP!!! And HATS OFF TO THEIR LEADERS AND SPONSORS!!!

T-H-A-N-K Y-O-U!

m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m $________ to provide as many meals and care as possible
m Please bill my credit card: m VISA m MC m AMEX m DINERS

YES, Brother Bill . . . I will help provide food, shelter, and other critical resources 
to my hungry and homeless neighbors this summer. Here’s my gift of: 

My Summer Gift


