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Losing Myself to Find Me

Jesus said, “For whoever wants to save their life will  
lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it” 
(Matthew 16:25). That verse sums up my life. I had  
to lose myself in order to find the real Charles.

I was raised right. I had loving parents who taught  
me to trust in God. I was also a good student and 
successful athlete. My dream was to be a professional 
football player. I earned a scholarship to play for 
Jackson State University, where I was an All American 
for two years. Then, in 1989, I was drafted by the  
Los Angeles Raiders. I reached my goal. 
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Reaching my goal was the worst 
thing that ever happened to me.”“

by Charles

But reaching my goal was the worst thing that ever 
happened to me. I thought I had it all. I didn’t have 
anything to strive for anymore. I got full of myself,  
I lost focus, I left God behind, and I started partying. 

Five years later, I was out of football, but I started 
working in the corporate world. I was successful,  
too, for a while. But I had no focus, no real goals.  
I was living paycheck to paycheck, caring about 
nothing but myself, partying, and drinking. And  
where did it get me? By last summer, I was 52, broke, 
and tired. So, I left my last job and spent my last 
paycheck for a bus ticket to Savannah so I could get 
into Old Savannah City Mission. 

When I came, I knew everything about me had to 
change. I had to leave the old Charles behind so God 
could help me find the real Charles. I have a long way 
to go, but God has already given me a heart for Him 
and for serving my friends and neighbors on the streets 
of Savannah. And I know now that “neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Romans 8:39).

Thanks to you and your support for Old Savannah 
City Mission, I have found the real Charles.
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An Encouraging Word from Brother Bill

Dear Friend of Old Savannah City Mission,

It’s February here in Savannah. The days are 
shorter, the nights longer, and it’s often pretty 
cold and damp. I know winters aren’t as harsh  
as other places around the country, but it’s still 
the hardest time of year for our homeless friends.  
The winter months just seem to compound their 
feelings of loneliness and despair. Sometimes they 
feel hopeless that the winter of their lives will  
never change.

But you and I know there is hope. Spring will come. And in just two 
months, we will celebrate the greatest hope of all — the Easter hope 
that, because of Christ’s death and resurrection, new life is possible for 
everyone who believes in Him. 

Thanks to you, that is what Old Savannah City Mission is all about. 
Your generosity helps provide hot meals and safe, warm shelter to our 
hurting friends and neighbors. Your gifts also provide much needed 
long-term care, like recovery from addictions and help with life skills, 
to offer hope and a helping hand to those who need it today. But  
more importantly, your gifts help point those who have lost hope to  
a Risen Savior, who alone can give them hope and transform their  
lives for eternity. 

Thank you for your compassion and love for those who need hope this 
winter. Your support means so much to them, not only for the tangible 
things your provide, but also because you remind them they’re not 
alone and that someone cares. And thank you for your partnership 
with Old Savannah City Mission, as together we serve our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Hallelujah!

 

 William Stiles, Sr.   
 Executive Director

“Your gifts help 
point those 
who have lost 
hope to a 
Risen Savior.”

Tonight, thousands of hurting people — many of them right here 
in Savannah — will have no place to call home. For those who have 
never been homeless, it’s impossible to fully understand the misery 
and hopelessness that cripples their lives.
But there is hope — the hope of an empty tomb that Jesus left 
behind when He rose from the dead that first Easter morning. It’s a 
hope that promises the chance for new life to everyone who believes. 
And it’s the hope we preach every day to struggling people at  
Old Savannah City Mission.

Give Easter Hope to Hurting People 

Old Savannah City Mission 
Continues to Receive 
Overwhelming Food Support 
from the Community 

Nonprofits like Old Savannah City 
Mission (OSCM) rely on community 
support to assist with achieving the goals 
of their organizations. In addition to 
preaching the Gospel, sheltering the 
homeless, restoring the ex-offender, and 
rehabilitating the addict, OSCM has a 
robust meal program. Each day, OSCM 
offers those in our shelter, as well as those 
in the community, delicious meals for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner. In 2018, 
OSCM served more than 90,000 
nutritious meals.

In addition to purchasing food items, 
OSCM receives tremendous support 
through food donations from a host of 
local donors. These include: The 
Savannah International Trade and 
Convention Center, Savannah 
Commons, Pizza Hut, Paul Kennedy 
Catering, Fresh Market, Kentucky Fried 
Chicken, St. Joseph/Candler Hospital 
System, Second Harvest Food Bank of 
Coastal Georgia, Zunzi’s Takeout and 
Catering, CTW Deli Provisions, Bull 
Street Tacos, Subway, Cape Creations 
Catering, and Bojangles’ Famous 
Chicken ‘n Biscuits.

We applaud our food partners in 
assisting OSCM to carry out God’s desire 
for His people to feed the hungry.
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Your Gifts Bring New Life to Hurting People
Every gift you give and every prayer you pray for those who are hungry and 
homeless at Old Savannah City Mission brings new hope and resurrection life to 
those who have lost hope for a better life. God is transforming lives through you! 
But every day, more come seeking our help. 

To help reach those in need this Easter season, please return the enclosed remit 
form with your generous gift, or you may choose to give your donation online at  
www.oscm.org. Thank you for being an Easter friend to those who need your help.

Just a Branch on the Vine by Maurice

People without hope 
need caring people like 
you to give help and 
give them a chance for 
new life in Jesus Christ.

John 15:5 says, “I am the vine; you are  
the branches. If you remain in me and  
I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing.” I never 
really understood what that verse meant 
before. I sure do now.

I grew up in a big family, the youngest 
of 10 kids. For generations, everyone in 
my family worked at the Dixie Crystals 
sugar refinery. Well, everyone except 
me. I always planned on it. It was a 
family tradition. But for some reason,  
I never got hired on. I felt hurt and 
rejected, like there was something 
wrong with me.

Seems like that changed everything for 
me. I had to find my own way, all on 

my own. I did end up finding work in 
the city, but the hurt just gnawed at me 
for years. Then, I started drinking and 
drugging, living the party life. Before 
long, the partying became more 
important than work. I lost my job,  
my apartment, and ended up homeless. 
Everyone turned their backs on me, 
even my friends and family. I felt 
trapped. I didn’t have anywhere else  
to turn except life on the streets. 

I always asked God to look out for me, 
though. And He finally led me here to 
Old Savannah City Mission. I knew 
that only God could get me back to 
where I was supposed to be with my life. 
When I got here, I humbled myself, 
obeying everything they told me to do. 
They taught me the Word of God, how 
to respect others, and even how to love 
myself. It still brings me to tears when  
I think of what Jesus did for me. He 
saved me from all the mess I made out 
of my life. I’ll never turn my back on 
Him. I can’t do anything apart from 
Him. I’m just a branch on God’s vine. 
I wouldn’t trade my experience here for 
anything.

I’m so grateful God touched your heart 
to care about guys like me. You helped 
me when I needed it most. Thank you.

“It still brings me to tears when I 
think of what Jesus did for me.”

Many factors can 
contribute to a person 
becoming homeless. 
These factors include  
(but are not limited to):

• Poverty

• Lack of affordable 
housing

• Job loss

• Lack of health care

• Mental illness

• Substance abuse

• Domestic violence

— National Coalition for  
 the Homelessness

Chronic homelessness 
is the term given 
to individuals who 
experience long-term 
or repeated times of 
homelessness. The 
chronic homeless are 
often the public face of 
the homelessness issue. 
However, they make up 
only 16% of the entire 
homeless population.

—  National Alliance to  
 End Homelessness

Give Easter Hope to Hurting People 
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Did you know?



Old Savannah City Mission
P.O. Box 16839
Savannah, GA 31416-3539

E  Please mail this completed form with your donation, or donate online at www.oscm.org. 
Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.
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Under unseasonably warm weather in November, Old 
Savannah City Mission celebrated its 21st Annual Day of 
Great Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving, considered America’s 
holiday, is one of the most meaningful celebrations of the 
year for the Mission. It is a time for family and friends to 
come together from far and near, to give thanks to God, 
and share a delicious meal together. In this spirit, hundreds 
of our “Friends and Neighbors” (the homeless individuals 
we serve) attended our annual event on Saturday, 
November 17th. The day started with upbeat praise music 
from Isle of Hope United Methodist Church and ended 
with an encouraging Thanksgiving message delivered by 
the Mission’s chaplain. Those in attendance received 
hypertension and diabetic health screenings by students 
from Mercer University School of Medicine. Additionally, 
clothing, shoes, coats, jackets, and other winter items were 
distributed to those in need.

More than 50 volunteers served meals to everyone in 
attendance. The meal included delicious smoked turkey 
and gravy with cornbread stuffing, yummy candied yams, 
green beans, cranberry sauce, and a variety of delightful 
desserts. The administration and staff of Old Savannah 
City Mission wish to thank and acknowledge our donors 
who helped to make all of this possible through their 
financial contributions, our dedicated volunteers, and the 

prayers of everyone who supported the event. We also 
thank our local partners that included: JCB of Savannah, 
The Pepsi Bottling Group, The Lady & Sons Restaurant, 
Performance Food Service, Pinewood Christian Academy, 
Fast Signs of Savannah, and Savannah Tent Rentals.  
We could not have pulled our 21st Annual Day of Great 
Thanksgiving off without you.

Thanks to everyone again!

m $21.70 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $32.55 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $65.10 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m $________ to provide as many meals and care as possible
m Please bill my credit card: m VISA  m MC  m AMEX  m DINERS

YES, Brother Bill, you can count on my continued support for God’s work at 
Old Savannah City Mission during the Easter season. Here’s my gift of: 

My Easter Gift

Old Savannah City Mission
Celebrates its 21st Annual Day of Great Thanksgiving
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